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In many conversations and talks given after Joe had retired, he rarely talked about 
Erlang, and instead focused on the different expressions of the ideas that had 
driven it: models of concurrency based on the realities of physics, the importance 
of self contained code and applications, and perhaps most important of all, the 
importance of designing by prototyping. For this special keynote, one of Erlang’s 
co-inventors and the creators of Sonic Pi and TiddlyWiki reflect on what they have 
learned while collaborating with Joe.

Overview



Disclaimer
This is our attempt to retrospectively piece together some patterns from the 
experience of working with Joe. These are our words. Speaking for Joe is difficult 
because while he was very strong willed, he was open to argument and frequently 
developed his views.



Always Write Code

Treat programming as an activity to help us to 
think.



Discover The 
Minimum Primitives
Getting the right set of minimum primitives leads 
to basic simplicity



Joe and Sam talking about The Sonic Pi
https://youtu.be/4SUdnOUKGmo



Identify the Language First



Endless Curiosity



Joe and Jeremy talking about The TiddlyWiki
https://youtu.be/Uv1UfLPK7_Q



Accept the 
constraints of 
physics
Reject abstractions that deny the realities of the underlying laws of nature



Favour 
Self-containedness



TiddlyWiki driving Sonic Pi

https://github.com/Jermolene/sonic-pi-for-tiddlywiki



Supporting Sonic Pi
Donate to Sam via Patreon:

https://www.patreon.com/samaaron



Supporting TiddlyWiki
Hire Jeremy via Federatial

https://federatial.com/
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